critical twang: of their trade, the 
Biblical tribute to the four wives of 
the patriarch, “the holy women of 
old,” of whom it is said in. praise, 
„these did build the house of Israel,” 
and will dilate in terms of pious admi- 
ration on the beauty of that glorious 
city whose gates are of pearl, and on 
which are inscribed the names of the 
twelve sons of these four women who 
were the wives of the same man. 
True, these Biblical marriages were 
solemnized in the davs of antiquity. 
But why should distance—or time— 
lend such enchantment to the view ? 
Polygamy,” says the Record - Union, 
%ig a crime.. Was it a erime in the 
days of the Patriarchs, who held com- 
munion with God and converse with 
angels? If not, it is no crime now. 
It is made an offence against modern 
law, but is not a erime in itself. Con- 
structively it may be so regarded, out 
actually it cannot.be demonstrated as 
such. Why then should the sword 
be invoked for its extirpaticn? If it 


is only a crime made so by law, why 


not leave its punishment to the ma- 
chinery of the law? But the advo- 
cates of the sword will say, ‘‘ we only 
call for violence when the. law fails.” 
Just so. Then we ask, will you de- 
mand the blood of every accused 
murderer, when the law fails to con. 
vict? Will you call for a mob to 
assail or banish an acquitted defendant 
accused of theft? Will you advocate 
the destruction. of an editor, and his 


press, who has been charged with libel . 


but not proven guilty. | | 
It really seems as though editors as 
well as clergymen lose their common 
sense and their common humanity 
when they touch upon this ‘‘ Mormon”. 

uestion that troubles them so much. 


hey seize with avidity upon every 


rumor or telegraphic falsehood, no 
matter how inconsistent it may be, 
and deem the unsupported report 
proof as strong as holy writ. Them 
they denounce the supposed guilty 
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persons, and all others who belong to 


the same faith. Finally they call for 


the terrors of the law, proof or a0 
proof, and this failing they want the 


dogs of war let loose. 

Shame on such instructors of the 
people! Out upon such champions 
of „advanced thought!“ 


when witches were thrown into a 
horse pond to sink and die if inno- 


cent, and if guilty—‘‘ susceptible of 


proof” by floating— be hauled out 
and burned at the stake. They go 
farther than the witch-burners, and 
advance more execrable sentiments 
and still denser logic, in this fashion, 
One man is guilty of marrying three 
wives ; he is only accused of marrying 
two, but no matter, his case is sus- 
ceptible of proof; therefore punish 
him with the law. But if you can’t 
prove him guilty, draw the sword and 
destroy the people who believe it is 
right and proper for a man to have 
more wives than one at once.“ | 

Is it not time to pursue a different 
policy towards these presumed mis- 
guided ‘*Mormons?” Why not try 
and convert them? The sword isa 
poor argument against conviction. It 


never did succeed in any parallel case. 


It will not prevail in this. Here are 


wives and sons and daughters and 


grandchildren, with their multifarious 


family relations —forming the very 


warp and woof of society, in a com- 


munity bound together by the ties of 


| 


faith as well as matrimonial connec- 
tions. These bonds are sacred to us. 
You Cannot sever them with the sword. 


You cannot legislate successfully 
against a creed. You cannot stamp 
out tHe fires of religious fervor with 


violence. And when you contemplate 


the role of the savage instead of the 
part of a wise, just and prudent bro- 


ther, ‘remember that One mightier 
than thon has declared, He that 


taketh up the sword, shall perish by 
the sword.” —Deseret Nes. 


The Salt Lake Herald facetiously notices the remark of an eastern paper, 
which credits brother C. R. Savage with being the author of Utah’s best crop,” 
meaning children. As the ‘‘crop” numbers somewhere from forty to fifty 
thousand, more or less, of course it was merely the authorship of the phrase, 
which is now proverbial, that was implied, not of the children. 


They are 
only fit to have lived in the days 


bj 
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crusty f. t a celebration :—“ 


be worth something if it obuld be 


mara: — — 


summer evening, wa their “Oh, 
‘POETRY. 
“LATTER. Day 
And lash the rocks upon the shore; reeplendent rays, 
deep ‘loud; All cunning, spite 
| All his cunning, spite and powers, 
And man may plot, devise and sch 
And all her vales and mountains 10 And of her overthrow may dream; 7 
When throes her angry form convt 
And quicken her excited pulse. Yot her balwariks, bold and grand, 
When he he the rlaing power shall 4 Ter Zion's great redemption's sure. 25 
“pimp. 


November of 
— 


＋ the 7th Ward, on Tuesda ovember 12th, Mrs. Sarah 
wife of 5 un., of Alfred and — Aden of Hawkwe Com- 


Manali, 
mon, Rex. England, aged 24 years. caine to Utah in 1676, wae in — 
lived a consistent life Saint, departs mene 


Win At the Springs, October 15th, of fi 


— | Shaffieid Gon — 
ofthe Sword: soe kes old on Ue ch ds 


; 
4 
Aah 
sa 
* 
7 
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he was punctual and ever ay. to perio: he duties assigned her. are 
in the Lord. —“ Woman's Expanie 
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“NO WEAPON THAT IS FORMED AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER; AND EVERY TONGUE 
THAT SHALL RISE AGAINST THEE IN JUDGMENT THOU SHALT CONDEMN. THIS IS THE 
‘HERITAGE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE LoRD, AND THEIR ‘RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OF ME 


SAITH THE Lonn“ — Isaiah liv, 17. 


Jo. 50, Vol. II. 


Monday, December 16, 1878. 


. . Price One Penny. 


REPORT OF ELDERS ORSON PRATT AND JOSEPH F. SMITH. 
1 FROM PAGE 774. } 


New York City, Sept. 17, 1878. 


President John Taylor and Council of 
the Twelve: 


‘On Monda „Sept. 9th, we visited 
Far West. To convey a proper idea 
of our visit here, we think we cannot 
do much better than to give a few ex 
tracts from Bro. Smith’s Journal: 
We halted at the late residence of 
Mr. John Whitmer, deceased. I got 
out of the carriage and went to the 
bree where I met a man of whom 1 
* n if Mrs. Johnson was at home, 
id was informed that she was. I 
| in asked if I could see her, when 
this individual: stepped to the stair 
door, and called“ Sarah, there is a 
t gen ntleman here who wants to see vou.“ 
While waiting for her I said to the 
person before mentioned, Is your 
. Whitmer '“ ‘‘ Yes sir, my name 
name is Smith: I am native of this 


hitmer.” I replied, and my 


lace, as I sappose, and I have come 
: bes ‘with a E to take a look at 
‘the place of my birth, as I never saw | 


Pratt. 


it before to the best of my Welbsetlbe 
Can you provide lodgings for us over 
night?” Mr. W.— I don't know; 
my sister can tell you when she comes 
down stairs.“ Just then Mrs. Johnson 
came down. Mr. Whitmer introduéed 
me as Mr. Smith. I asked her about 
the same as above written. She seemed: 
to hesitate a little, and then ‘said, 
‘* Yes sir, I think we can.’ woul 

her hesitancy, I remarked, % We il 
go on to Illinois in the morning.“ 
Mrs. Do you lire in Illinois?“ 
I answered, No, ma’am, I live in 
Utah.“ At this, she and her brother 
looked strangely at each other, and 
then gt me. I continued, The gen- 
tleman that is with me, is Mr. Orson 
Some more bewildered looks 
back and forth, but nothing was said 
for a moment ; ; but presently Mr. 

Whitmer said to his sister, „Jon have 
heard of Mr. Pratt * she 
replied, ‘‘I heard father aii him.” 
Another pause—then she continued, 

addressing her brother, I do not. 
whether’ we can keep them or 


> 
* 
* 
° 
* 
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not ; if those other gentlemen come, 
we shall be rather crowded.” Here I 
remarked, ‘‘We should not like to 
discommode you too much, but we 
would be pleased to stop with you, if 
you have room.” To this she paid no 
attention, but suggested to her bro 
ther, that Mr. Edwards and Mr. 
Somebody-else always kept strangers 
when they came along.” Whereupon 
Mr. Whitmer said Tes; then turn- 
ing to me, said, ‘‘ You can get lodg- 
ings at Mr. Edwards’ about a mile 
back on the road.” I made some fur- 
ther enquiry about directions to Mr. 
Edwards, to which he gruffly replied. 
Said I, ‘‘I was in hopes, Mr. Whit- 
mer you could have shown us about 
the place a little, as we are strangers.” 
To which he replied, ‘‘ Well I haven’t 
time.” Said I, ‘‘ Will you go to the 
carriage and see Mr. Pratt?“ With - 
out answering he started towards the 
carriage, and I followed. On reaching 
which, I introduced him to Bro. Pratt, 
who tried to get into conversation with 
him; but he was insolently gruff and 
abrupt. Said Bro. Pratt kindly, ‘I 
was well acquainted with your father, 
Jacob Whitmer.” (The name of this 
excessively polite gentleman.) ‘‘I 
suppose you was.“ 

O. P.—Mr. Smith was born here, 
and would like you to point out the 
site of the old town, and if you know 
his father’s house, or the spot where it 


stood. 

J. W. -I don’t know anything about 
it; that is, I know where the town 
was, and where the Temple site is; 
but I don't know where any person 
lived. He then pointed down in the 
Field, vorthward, and continued 
“There was a place over there that 
some said was the Smith place; there 
was another place over there, (a little 
‘further west,) that some said was 
the Smith place, but Joe Smith lived 
over there, beyond that locust grove, 
_ just this side of where you see the tops 
of those tall cottonwoods, near them 


_atacka, there's where Joe Smith lived, 


and the Temple site is just at the 
_ corner of that orchard, just over the 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


or disrepect for him ; Joe Smith is the 
name he goes by here.” 

I retorted, ‘‘I generally respect all 
men enough, to call them by their 
proper names. 

O. P.—We were in hopes you could 
show us around a little, and point out 
those places to us. 

J. W.—Well, I have not time; 
anybody here can tell you as much ag 
I can.” 

O. P.— Your father was once the 
historian of the Church, and I am the 
present historian ; we are anxious to 
preserve all the items of history wecan, 
we would therefore like to see the MS, 
your father kept, and if possible, to 
make satisfactory arrangements with 
you, to purchase the same, provided 
there is anything in the MS. which we 
have not already published. I sup- 
pose you are aware that the history of 
U Church has already been publish - 
J. W.— We're got no history here, 
all father's papers have gone to Rich- 
mond long ago. op 

O. P.—We had a very pleasant 
interview with your uncle David, at 
Richmond. We arrived there last Fri- 
day, and remained two days, he show- 
ed us the MS. of the Book of Mormon, 
but said nothing about having any 
other papers. 

J. W. —We have got no papers 
here. 

Convinced that there was no use of 
making any further efforts where the 
spirit of bigotry and opposition was so 
intense, we turned away, satisfied that 
all will come out right. : 

After viewing the Temple ground at 
Far West, we concluded, as it was not 
yet very late in the evening, to drive 
on ten miles further to the town of 
Cameron, the nearest point to the rail- 
road, where we arrived before dark, 
making a day’s journey of about 48 
miles by team. From this place we 
booked to Quincy, Ill. (Sept. 10th), 
intending to visit Nauvoo, but on our 
arrival at Quincy, finding there was 
no convenient railroad connections to 
Nauvoo, we concluded to proceed di- 


rectly to Plano. | 


Sept. 11th, we took the 5.30 a. m. 
train at Qnincy for Colchester, about 
50 miles distant, on our way, on 
C. B. & Q. R. R. to Plano and Chica- 


I pleasantly remarked, Have you 
not enough for Joseph Smith 
„sto call him by his proper name ?” 

J. W.—I have no particular respect 


~pete e | 
7 


go. At Colchester we had a little over 
two hours to wait for the next train. 
We therefore spent the time visiting 
with the connections of Elder Joseph 
F. Smith. We fonnd Mrs, Lucy Mil. 
liken, the youngest sister of the Pro- 
het Joseph, her husband, Mr. Arthur 
Milliken, and their family, mostly in 
od health. Arthur and Lucy Milli- 
en have eight children, one son and 
three daughters married, and one 
daughter and three sons living with 
their parents. We met with several of 
these, and also with the only daughter 
and granddaughter of Mrs. Sophronia 
toddard, who was the eldest sister of 
‘the Prophet. She is now dead. They 
Were surprised and pleased to see us, 
‘ @arnestly requesting us to call again 
on our return. 
_ “We reached Plano the same evening; 
called at the house of Joseph Smith, 
president ofthe ‘‘Re-organized Church” 
and found that he was absent attend- 
ing a protracted meeting or conference 
at Galland’s Grove, Lee County, 
Towa. 
On the morning of Sept. 12th, we 
called again at Mr. Smith’s, and had 
a very pleasant visit with his wife and 


do nothing in the premises, 
however; in the absence of Joseph 
Smith, they desired that we should 
remain until after the conference was 
over and Mr. Smith’s return, which 
we could not promise to do on uncer- 
tainty as to the time of his coming. 
‘They therefore concluded to telegraph 
him and await his answer. 

They sent the following telegram : 

6% Joseph F. Smith and Orson Pratt 
here, wish to examine the MS. of the 
new translation. When can you come? 

ey ex an answer 3 p. 

bab danse. We waited until the 


— 


| 
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next morning, when we were inform- 
ed that a postal card had been receiv- 
ed, announcing that the conference 
would be continned over the fullowing 
Sunday. We therefore concluded to 


come on, (leaving them our address at 


New York City) and upon our receiv- 
ing information that the MS. was at 
Plano, and could be seen, in time, 
one or both of us would call on our 
return. Messrs. Cooper and Scott 
were very anxious to have us preach. 
Mr. C. offered to advertise us, by 
printing hand bills and posting them 
in the winduws of the stores, shops, 
and houses about town, bat we reapect- 
fully declined for reasons that we did 
not explain to him, and it is perhaps 
not necessary to state them here. They 
urged us to attend their prayer meet- 
ing on the evening of the 12th. To 
this we of course consented. Soon 
after we sat down in the meeting 
house, Mr. Dille, the presiding öfficer 
of the meeting, came to us and urged 
us to occupy the time. He said, this 
isa prayer meeting, and I have no 
right to change it, but many have 
expressed a wish to hear you and we 
would like very much for you to 
accept our invitation.” Elder Pratt 
replied, if it is the wish of all, I have 
no objections. Mr. Dille then called 
a vote which was unanimous,and after 
the meeting was opened we were 
invited to the stand. Elder Pratt 
then gave a plain, simple narration of 
his early experience in the Church, 
relating many interesting incidents 
connected with its rise ; explained the 
circumstances under which several 
revelations were received by Joseph, 
the Prophet, and the manner in which 
he received them, he being present on 
several occasions of the kind. De- 
clared that sometimes Joseph used a 
seer stone when enquiring of the 
Lord, and receiving revelation, but 
that he was so thoroughly endowed with 
the inspiration of the Almighty and 
the spirit of revelation that he oftener 
received them without any instrument, 
or other means than the operation of 
the spirit upon his mind. Referred to 
the testimony which he received of 
the truth of the great latter-day work 
while as yet a boy. Testified that 
these things were not matters of belief 
only with him, but of actual know- 
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her father, an old-time Mormon, « : 

native of Scandinavia, * the name of 

Mads Magson. After we called 

at the printing and publishing office of 

the Church,“ where 

we met Mr. John Scott, foreman of 

the printing Office, Mr. I. N. W. 

Cooper, accountant and book-keeper : 

of the institution, Mr. Harvey Dille ; 

and others. To these gentlemen we 

made some reference to the nature of | 

our business, and found that they were ; 

already posted in relation to it. As | 
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ledge. He explain circumstances 
connected with the coming forth of 
the revelation on plural marriage. 
ARefuted the statement and belief of 
those present that Brigham Young 
was the author of that revelation ; 
showed that Joseph Smith the Pro- 
phet, had not only commenced the 
practice of that principle himself, and 
}taught it to others, before President 
‘€ Young:and tbe Twelve had returned 
from their missions in Europe, in 1841, 
but that 
revelation upon that principle as early 
as 1831. Said Lyman Johnson, who 
was very familiar with Joseph at this 
early date, Joseph living at his father’s 
house, and who was also very intimate 
with me, we having travelled on 
several missions ether, told me 
himself that Joseph had made known 
to him as early as 1831, that plural 
marriage was a correct a 
Joseph declared to Lyman that God 
had revealed it to him, but that the 
time bad not come to teach or prac- 
. tice it in the Church, but that the 
time would come.” To this statement 
Elder Pratt bore his testimony. 
cited several instances of Joseph hav- 
ing had wives sealed to him, one at 
least as early as April 5th, 1841, which 
was some time prior to the return of 
the Twelve from England. Referred 


to his own trial in regard to this mat- 


ter in Nauvoo, and said it was because 
he got his information from a wicked 
source, from those disaffected, but as 
soon as he learned the truth he was 
- satisfied. 
Elder Jo . F. Smith then bore 
+ testimony and the meeting dismissed. 
The congregation, not large, immedi- 
.. ptely entered upon a free and easy 
@iecussion of these matters among 
themselves. 
From Plano we visited Kirtland, 


taking our tickets via Oleveland to 


„„Willoughby from Chicago. Kirtland 


ads three miles from Willoughby, in a 


ss@outh-easterly direction. e passed 


arthrough the Temple, which is now 


> claimed by the. ‘ ‘Reorganized Church,” 
? tand,used by them as a meeting house. 


Mp of the «windows are broken by 


ing stones at them, the 


on the walle and ceilings, 


4.,and the weedwork inside are consider- 


aly «masred, end dilapidated... The. 
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pulpits on the first fioor in the east. 
end are just as they were left at com- 
pletion, except that they have been 
re-lettered. The lower stand on the 
west end, same. floor, is removed to 
the raised platform on which stands a 
speaking desk and Bible, and is used 
for speaking at their meetings. A 
very accurate description of the Tem- 
le was recently published in the 
Naws from the pen of O. F. Whitney, 
there being, no need of repeating it. 
We noticed the house of Bishop Whit- 
ney, the store building of. Whitney & 
Gilbert, the house where Joseph lived 
when he received the Word of Wis- 
dom and many other revelations, also 
the house where he subsequent! 
lived up to the time he left Kirtland, 
Father Johnson’s tavern, the ‘‘Church 
Store,” the places of residence of 
Sidney Rigdon, Father Joseph Smith, 
Hyrum Smith, Lyman and Luke 
Johnson and many others, many of 
which have been re-painted and are 
kept, so far as outward appearance, in 
good repair. We called upon Rebeeca 
Dayton, stepmother of Hiram Day- 
ton, of Utah, far advanced in years 
and feeble. She is keeper of the keys 
of the Temple, as she lives near it. 
James McDowell, an old Pittsburgh 
„% Mormon ” is the authorized keeper 
of the House; he lives some distance 
away, on the other side of the ‘‘flats.” 
He showed us about the building, 
being very careful to impress our 
minds with the fact that he had no 
connection whatever with ‘‘Brigham- 
ites,” or Salt Lake Mormons.” He 
was greatly surprised when he learned 
a few moments later our names and 
standing. He wanted to shake hands 
though, and said he respected us for 
the sake of connections and former 
faithfulness. We also called on Mrs. 
Electa Stratton, who has resided in 
Kirtland ever since the departure of 
the Saints. These old ladies vividly 
remembered the history of early times 
in Kirtland, and answered many 
inquiries relative to the former loca- 
tions of certain families. Mrs, Dayton 


waited upon the wife of Hyrum Smith, 
during her last confinement, until her 
death, and. referred, to her former 
associations with the family in affecti- 
onate terms, .They still cling to their 
early faith in, ‘‘ Mormonism,” and 
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vere especially pleased at once more ; South of the timber the hill becomes 


meeting Elder Pratt, whom they well 
remember. 
After visiting Kirtland and after 
carefully inqniring the mind of the 
spirit, we concluded, while so near, to 
visit the Hill Cumorah, neither of us 
ever having been there. We therefore 
proceeded to Buffalo, a half day’s ride 
on the Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern Railroad, and from thence 
by New York Central, a little over 
two hours ride, via Rochester to Pal - 
myra, a very pretty little town of 
about 3,000 inhabitants, with one 
Catholic and four Protestant Churches, 
and about three and a half or four 
miles almost directly north of Cn- 
morah. The little town of Manchester 
is about three miles south of the hill, 
on the Oanandaigua road, and is a 
pretty place of perhaps between 1,900 


and 2,000 inhabitants. The north end 


of the hill rises abruptly to the height 
of about 200 feet, and is plowed on 
the north end and east side nearly to 
the summit, which is very narrow for 
some distance along the ridge, on and 
near the highest points not over six or 
eight feet across. Here stand seven 
large trees, that seem to have escaped 
thie destruction of the forest that once 
covered this part of the bill. The 
west side is rocky, and only plowed 
about half way up, the plowed ground 
mostly seeded to clover. About one 


hundred yards south of the highest 


point the top begins to widen out and 
slope off to the south; from this point 
be rm a forest with beautiful groves of 
— ory, elm, beach, and other kinds 
of wood, which extend to the base on 
the west side, and nearly to the base 
oh the éast, and about a quarter of a 
mile south. In this timber the top of 
the bill is quite flat, covered with 


chick underbrush and blackberry briar. 


rounding and gradually: declines 


southward for about two miles into 
the common level, all of which is 
under cultivation from base to sum- 
mit. <j 
In a beautiful little grove on this 
memorable hill, we bowed in humble 
and fervent prayer, rendering praise 
and thanksgiving to Almighty God 
for the treasures of knowledge and 
truth so long concealed’ beneath its 
surface, to be brought forth by the 
gift and power of God to us and the 
world in this dispensation. The spirit 
of prayer, of blessing and prophecy. 
rested upon us so that we rejoiced 
exceedingly. After prayers we laid 
our hands upon and blessed each 
other, giving utterance as the Spirit 
dictated. We spent several hours 
looking over the hill, viewing the sur- 
rounding country, in meditation, pray- 
er and thanksgiving. After which we 
drove to the little town of Manchester, 
and returned to Palmyra, rejoicing © 
and feeling that we had not spent our 
time in vain. We cut a few sticks, 
from near the summit of the hills 


which we brought with us as memen- | 


toes of our visit. ot 
From Palmyra we came to this city 
(New York) about fourteen hours ride 
by the New York Central Railroad. 
Here we met Elder W. C. Staines in 
ood health and spirits. We also met 
ishop John Sharp. the 
instrumentality of these brethren;- 
Elder Smith arranged for his passage 
home. 
With affectionate regard, and pray- 
ers for the continued prosperity of 
Zion. We are your brethren in the 
Gospel of pence,” 
Orson Pratt, 
From the Deseret News. 
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. Blders from Utah present.—William W. Nibley, from the Liverpool Office ; 
Budge; President: of the European | Warren 


‘|. MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE, 


ECHAPEL, LONDON. 


. Smith, President of and 


Misson; John Nicholson and Charles John R. Twelves, H. O. Spencer; 
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Isaac Smith, T. F. Howells, William 
Ball, Traveling Elders in the L 
Conference ; F. Meyer. 
11 a.m. 
Priesthood meeting called to order 


by Prest. Smith. Hymn sung: Come 
l ye Sons of God.” Prayer by Elder 


„ 66 
12 Singing: raise to the 


The minutes of the previous priest- 
hood meeting were read and 8 
the branch presidents reported the 


condition of their respective branches. 
The Whitechapel branch by H. Gar- 
ner; the Woolwich, by T. Oornell; 
the Lambeth, by 8. F. Ball; the 


Green Street Green, by J. Siney ; the 


Forest Hill, by W. Stevenson and the 
North London by S. Bantock. 

The Traveling Elders named above 
reported their various fields of labor, 
their representations being generally 
favorable. and encouraging. 

President Smith said, we have heard 
the reports from the brethren, some 
of which are good and some not so 
good as we weuld like. He desired 
that the brethren should be united, 
for unless they were so they could not 
expect the Saints to be. Tach one 
held a portion of the priesthood of 
God, and we are held responsible to 
promulgate the principles of the Gos- 
pel among the people. He felt he 
could report the Conference in a very 
fair condition. He knew the condition 
of the people pretty well, for those he 
had not seen he had curresponded 
with. He felt well in the work him- 
self and to be on hand to do what God 
and his servants required of him. We 
want tracts to be distributed and in 

ing this out he would ask the 
brethren to be one with the branch 
presidents and circulate the printed 
word, for that can often be given when 
we cannot get tos | } | 

President Budge said he felt, like 
his brethren, under great responsibil- 
ity, in consequence of being intrusted 
with a portion of the priesthood of 
God. So it should be with every one, 


whether he be Deacon, Teacher, Priest. 


or Elder. It does not matter what 


our calling is, we are each under a 


responsibility, and on doing our work 
duty depends our enjoyment of 
the Holy Spirit. It is not enough 


that we should feel satisfied that this 


ondo | 
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is the work of God, or that we are 
satisfied that our brethren are good l 
it is not enough that we have faith ; 
the Lord expects more than all this. 
He requires us all to work in the call- 
ing whereunto we are called. He 
wanted to know the gifts that had 
been promised to him; he wanted to 
understand the duties that were 
required of him so that he might do 
that which is expected of him, and he 
expected this feeling was held by all 
of his brethren. If this is our faith 
and experience we shall be blessed of 
God. The duties of the Saints depend, 
in a great degree, on the circumstances 
in whieh we are placed and which the 
Spirit can reveal tous. He urged all, 
by faith and prayer, to know their 
duties and then go anddothem. Faith 
was the moving power of our every- 
doy life, and so it is of the Gospel. 
en the Spirit suggests that we 
speak to some one, let us go and tell 
them what God has done forus. This 
is a duty that devolves on the branch 
presidents and indeed, on all. The 
speaker next alluded to the necessity 
of the branch presidents trying to 
understand the wants of all under 
their watchcare, having the spirit of 
their calling, so they could give coun- 
sel under all circumstances. He urged 
the brethren to give heed to the coun- 
sels of their President and to be one 
with him in all things, and advised all 
to be diligent in distributing the 
rinted word, the tracts and the 
ARS. 
The roll was then taken, which 
showed that there were present of the 
local priesthood, 24 Elders, 7 Priesta, 4 
Teachers, 4 Deacons and 4 of no office. 
„Praise God from whom,” etc., was 
then sung. Prayer by Elder C. W. 
Nibley. 


20.30 p.m. 
„Sweet is the Work my God my 


King,” etc., was sung. Prayer by 
Elder William Ball. Singing: ‘‘ Ye 


‘Children of our God,” etc. Sacrament 


was then administered by Elders S. 
Bantock and S. F. Ball. 

Presideut Smith presented the 
General Authorities of the Church, as 
organized in Zion, all of whom were 
unanimously sustained by the Confer- 
ence. Also the authorities of this 


Mission and Conference, as follows: 

William Budge, President of the 
European Mission ; Warren B. Smith 
as President of the London Oonfer- 
ence, with all the brethren laboring 
with bim as Traveling Elders,and also 
the presidents of branches and local 
priesthood generally. 

The Financial and Statistical reports 
of the Conference, from July lst to 
November 30th, were read and unani- 
mously accepted. 

Elder C. W. Nibley addressed the 
Conference upon the peculiarities of 
the Latter-day Saints. He clearly 
delineated the leading differences be- 
tween them and the people of the 
world generally. He showed also that 
those distinctions were, in great mea- 
sure, the same causes as constituted 
the dissimilarity that distinguished 
the ancient disciples of Christ from 
their cotemporaries. The scriptural 
nature of the religion embraced by the 
Latter-day Saints was also dwelt upon, 
the speaker concluding by bearing 
testimony to the restoration of the 
Gospel in this age. 

Elder John Nicholson next addres. 
sed the Oonference. He based his 
remarks by advancing the proposition 
that Joseph Smith was indeed a Pro- 
phet of the Living God, raised up for 
a special purpose. He proceeded to 
substantiate this position by showing 
the necessity for such a divinely au 
thorized and iuspired person. No 
man unassisted directly by the Al- 
mighty could have produced so mar- 
velous a work as he was the instrument 
in inaugurating. He qnoted fromthe 
peognemes of the Prophet, which had 

en as cleatly fulfilled as if the pre- 
dictions had been uttered subsequent 
to the occurences to which they rela- 
ted. The speaker described some of 
the labors of the Saints in the gather- 


ing place of the Church, concluding by 


testifying that Joseph Smith was a 
Prophet, and that the work in which 
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the Saints were engaged was of divine 


origin. 

The choir sang the anthem, ‘‘ Awake f 
Put on thy strength, oh! Zion,” ete. 
Prayer by Elder Isaac Smith, 


| 6.30 p.m: 

The choir sang, Joy to the world, 
the Lord will come,” etc, Prayer by 
Elder Thos. F. Howells, Choir sang, 
‘6 Tl praise my Maker while I’ve 
breath,” 

Elder W. Ball made a few remarks 
on the restorationof the Gospel in these 
last days, to which he bore a faithful 
testimony. 

President Budge delivered a very 
powerful and convincing discourse 
upon the necessity of present and con- 
tinuous revelation and direct authori- 
ty from God. He supported his posi- 
tion on this aubject by logical and 
sound argument, as well as liberal 
from the sacred scriptures. 

e bore testimony to the existence of 
this inestimable gift in the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He 


concluded his very instructive remarks 


hy bearing testimony to the fact that 
God had revealed himself in this day ; 
and an exhortation to the Saints to 
faithfulness. He also earnestly in- 
vited all who had not embraced the 
truth to investigate and receive it. 

President Smith notitied the congre- 
gation that the publications of the 
Church could be obtained at the door, 
and he earnestly invited all to obtain 
and, with prayerful hearts, read and 
stuily them. 

The choir sung the anthem, ‘* Holi- 
ness breathe an evening blessing.” 
Elder Nibley, by request of Prest. 
Smith, thanked the clivir, the commit- 
tee, the deacons, and the clerk for 
their services, and all for their attend- | 

ance, 
Benediction bv Elder Nibley. 
EPHRAIM ADAMS, 
Clerk of Conference. 


We are informed by Superintendent Dunn that abovt 330.000 worth of 
woolen goods has been shipped from the Provo Factory to Salt Lake during 
the present season. Nearlv $13.000 in dividends will be paid out on the last 
half year’s business, $8 000 of which has already been called for. 

Business is lively at the Factory, and notwithstanding the superior facilities 
and capacity of the immense concern to turn out large quantities of goods, the 
demand for Prove woolen fabrics is greater than can immediately be met.— 


Territorial (Utah) Enquirer. 
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MON DAT, DECEMBER 16, 1878. 


THE REASONS WHY. 


— 


BeroreE us is a small tract, bearing the imprint of The Religions Tract 
Society, 56, Paternoster Row, London,” price two shillings per hundred. Its 
title is, Reasons why I cannot become a Mormonite.” This little sectarian 
messenger has been liberally scattered among the people of this country, 
especially in places where the Guspel of Jesus Christ, as preached by the 
Latter-day Saints, has been making good headway. Recently it has been 
freely circulated by the Methodists, in the town of Hull, a where 
quite a number have been, of late, added to the Church. 

By ‘‘ Mormonite,” the writer of the tract means Latter-day Saint. A great 
many shallow and absurd things have been written in reference to the Chorch 
of Christ restored in the last days, and the production in question belongs to 
that category. The first reason, if it can be dignified by such an appellation, 
adduced is, Because, according to the Scriptures, which ‘ Mormonites’ admit 
to be inspired, the dispensation of the Spirit is to continue until the second 

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 18 support of this most unscriptnral 
proposition the writer quotes the following irrelevant passages : 

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, a prophet (meaning Christ) shall 
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall 

ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you” (Acts iii, 22); Christ 

being the Son of wong the brightness of. his Father’s glory, and the express 

image of His person.“ 

Before the light of Scripture and gennine reason, the position taken in this 
pamphlet dissolves like thin vapor before the rising of the suo. The passages 
setting forth the apostacy from the true and primitive Church are so plain and 
numerous, and have been so frequently reiterated as to make their quotation 
superfluous in the present instance. We might refer to the words of Paul 
(2 Thess. ii, 3), about the falling away that was to come before Christ’s second 
coming; the words of Jesus Christ, in reference to the restoration of the 
Gospel as one of the signs of his ccming (Math. xxiv, 14), and the vision of 
John the Revelator, on the same subject (Rev. xiv, 6). 

Him shall ye hear in all things,” etc., is quite an unfortunate 8 
for our Methodist friends, for they er appear to listen to Him nor to 


those whom he sent, and he laid it down as being as much an obligation to 


receive the latter as Himself. D:d they listen to Christ’s message they would 


* 
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not deny that; 10 a man be born of water and of the spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God ;” neither would they reject the plain, straight- 
forward instructions of his cotuniinaiotied servants to believe in the fulness of 
the mission of the Savior, repent of their sins, be baptized for the remission 
of the same, by one holding authority, and receive the laying on of the hands 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, all plainly Scriptural doctrines, which even a 
Methodist can scarcely deny. This is saying a good deal in their favor, for 
denying many things that are true appears to be a common failing with many 
of them. 

Now, about Christ being the brightness of his Father's glory and the 
express image of His person;“ what has that to do with Methodism? This 
passage is not descriptive of a being without body parts or passions,” in 
which monstrosity the adherents of that sect believe. Oh! no, that passage 
incorporates a doctrine of the Church to which the Latter-day Saints belong. 
Methodists should be careful about making Scriptural quotations ; as they are 
apt to be condemned by the words of their own mouths. 

„When He was departing, he promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to abide 
with His Church till he should come again.” This is apparently incorrectly 
quoted, and probably refers to the promise of Christ to His disciples (John 
xiv, 16 and 26), that although he could not remain with them himself, he 
would send them the ‘‘Comforter.” But, granting that the tract made a 
correct quotation, what comfort can the Methodists draw from that source ? 
The promise was made, according to the statement, to the Church of Christ, 
not to the Methodist church, which is an entirely different organization. The 
genuine Church incorporated Apostles and Prophets, and other inspired 
officers, but the Methodists deny the necessity of these gifts, given for the work 
of the ministry, etc. It is certainly cold comfcrt to attempt to draw religions 
consolation from promises made to other people. So far as we are concerned, 
we are much more captivated by precions promises made to ourselves direct, 
and also in common with all whe believe snd obey the true Gospel. 

The second batch of ‘‘ Reasons why I cannot become a Mormonite,” is as 
incongruous and ridiculous as the first. Because the miracles, whereby 
“Mormonites’ pretend to prove Joseph Smith’s divine a cannot stand the 
tests by which true miracles are distinguished from false.” The particular 
test laid down is that, ‘‘ they were not performed publicly, in the presence of 
multitudes of witnesses—foes as well as friends.“ The proposition that a 
miracle, to be genuine, should be performed upon the public streets, and in the 
presence of a promiscuous rabble, is so manifestly absurd as to overturn itself, 
requiring no commentary. When Smith, with his followers, fled from 
Missouri, the cholera broke out in his camp, pe he tried to cure it by the lay- 
ing on of hands and prayer, but failed.” This is unqualifiedly false, exactly 
the contrary being the facts, many having been healed by the power of God, 
as plainly related in the history of the Church. Besides, there are thousands 
of living witnesses to the gifts of the Gospel being in the Church. 


‘¢Try the ‘Mormonite’ teachers. There are plenty of sick in the streets. 
Take them ~ one of those whom they have never seen, and see what power 
they possess,” It is somewhat marvelous to note, not only the similarity 
between the religion of the Latter. day Saints and that professed by the ancient 


* 
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disciples, but also the identity of the spirit . manifested 
each. The same disposition that desires to test the Elders of this Church 
prompted the men who held Jesus after his arrest; when they ‘“‘blindfolded — 
him, they struck him on the face, and asked him, saying, prophesy, who is it 
that smote thee.” And again, when the Savior was asked for a sign, A 
wicked and adulterous generation seeketh for a sign,” etc. The endorsers and 
disseminators.of this pamphlet certainly place themselves, according te the 
Scriptures, in a most unenviable position, of which they should be heartily 
ashamed. 

In the third chapter of reasons given for not becoming a Mormonite,” the 
writer of the pamphlet manifests the grossest ignorance on the subject upon 
which he treats. It calls the Book of Mormon a clumsy piece of human 


manufacture, and it is said to have been written on metal plates, in the 


Egyptian character, by a Jew of the tribe of Joseph, some 600 years before 
Christ, the Lord, was born into the world.” It may perhaps be news to many 
people to learn that Joseph was a Jew, and in stating that any claim is 


advanced by the Latter day Saints that the book was written 600 years B. O. is 
simply nonsense, as it was written several hundred years after Christ. The 


other remarks in reference to the Book of Mormon are in harmony with this 
statement, which is saying all that need be said on that point. 

The fourth reason is characteristically}flimsy and untenable ; ‘‘ Because the 
Mormonite teaching is a poor imitation of practices which Christ came to 
abolish.” On the contrary, the Latter-day Saints’ teaching is in exact accord- 
ance with the teachings that our Lord and Savior and his ancient Apostles 
laid down as imperative and continuous, there being no difference between 
them. Suppose we reverse the proposition as showing why we cannot become 
a Methodist. Because the Methodist teaching is not even a poor imitation” 
of practices which Jesus came to impart, as it abolishes all the essential points 
of the doctrine of Christ. In support of this latter position we may inte eg 
Methodists say, ouly believe and you shall be saved.” Christ says,“! 
vain call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I have commanded 
you.” The Apostle James says, Faith without works is dead, being alone.“ 
Paul says the time should come when men would teach ‘‘the doctrines of 


devils.” James says, the ‘‘ devils believe and tremble,” therefore belief only 


is one of the doctrines belonging to the regions of darkness. Christ said he 
would send the Comforter,” the Holy Ghost, which reveals the things of God 
to men, but our Methodist friends say there is no more revelation, nor miracu- 
lous gifts of the Spirit, and cast aspersions upon the ‘‘ Mormonites,” as they 
call the Latter-day Saints, because they claim that those things are needed 
and do exist, as of old. In fact the reasons why every sensible, consistent. 
man and woman should be a Latter-day Saint are multifarious and plain, 
while the inducements to be a Methodist or other sectarian are without form 
and void. | 

The general reason why the opponents ok Mormonism” do not become 
identified with it is because they love darkness rather than light,” a shadowy 
myth rather than a tangible substance, error rather than truth. 


We are interested in the welfare of those of our Methodist friends who are 
so anxious to tell why they cannot become a ‘‘ Mormonite,” and have no 
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hesitancy in telling them that if they will take as much pains to obtain reasons 
for becoming one, they will meet with much better success. If they have 
doubts on this point let them try it, and they will soon find, if they are honest 
at heart, that.conviction awaits them. 


Dux. — This day, Monday, Dec. 16th, Liverpool is enveloped in almost. 
midnight darkness, gaslight being necessary at noon. It is somewhat remark- 
able that, at the same time, the atmosphere is comparatively free from fog. 


BEREAVEMENT.—It will be obseryed by obituary notice, in the present num- 
ber of the Star, that Elder Walter J. Beatie, President of the Leeds Confer- 
ence, has been bereaved by the departure, from this life, of his beautiful and 
interesting little daughter, Clarissa May. To state that Brother Beatie and 
his wife have our most sincere sympathy, in the ordeal through which they are 
called to pass, but inadequately expresses our feelings with regard to the 
occasion. 


MN tHe Royat Famity.—Qn Saturday morning, Dec. 14th, the 
Princess Alice, daughter of Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, died from diphtheria. 
She had the reputation of being a most amiable lady, and her demise is a 
matter of general regret. It is a coincidence that the deceased died exactly 
_ seventeen years subsequent to the death of her father, the late Prince Albert, 
upon whom she waited in his last illness. 


CHURORH Pusiications.—At the recent Conference in London, President 
Smith made arrangements to have the Church works on sale, near the door of 
the hall, having previously appointed brethren to take charge of this depart- 
ment. It was announced in the meetings that books could be obtained, and 
the consequence was that quite a number was disposed of; larger than at any 
previous meeting of the kind for some, at least. This circumstance tends to 
show what can be done by the application of a little tact and forethought. We 
are pleased to note that many of the Conference Presidents are taking similar 
steps, endeavoring, to the best of their ability, to spread the written word, as 
well as extend a knowledge of the Gospel by other means. 3 } 


A Preasant Re-vnron.—On the evening of Tuesday, December 3rd, as a 
fitting termination to the Conference, the Saints of London and vicinity had 
a concert in the Saints’ meeting hall, of the North London Branch, 42 Penton 
Street, Pentonville. The room was comfortable filled, and that spirit of 
peace and affection so peculiar to the social gatherings of the Saints, appeared 
to be enjoyed by all. President Smith, aided by brother Adams, leader of 
the choir; took an active part in managing the affair, which was conducted 
with promptitude and spirit. We were pleased to notice in the exercises, 
gong, recitations, etc., an absence of anything inappropriate for such an 
occasion. On the contrary, the sentiments sung and expressed were generally 
of an elevating tendency and tone. This should always be made an object . 
with the Saints in their social gatherings and entertainments. | 
‘Those who took part in the performances did their best to please the audi- 
ence, ih which, as indicated by the frequent manifestations of approval, they 
were very successful. Where every one did so well it might be deemed 
invidieus to particularize, but we can scarcely omit to mention Miss Angelina 
Cross, & young lady of about twelve summers, who, especially for one so- 
young, sang with unusual sweetness and effect. But, indeed, all were worthy 
of credit for the excellent manner in which they acquitted themselves. | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Norwich, Dec. 10, 1878. 
Dear Brother Nicholson, — I have 


just arrived here from Lowestoft, in 


company with President Jacobs, where 
we had a very interesting meeting, 
last night. The house was small but 
well filled, with Saints and some very 
respectable strangers. An excellent 
feeling prevailed, and a strong desire 


exists for regular meetings and more 


preaching. 
We had an unusually interesting 
time last Sunday. In the morning 


about fifty strangers attended, and in 


the afternoon’ and evening a large 
number, estimated by different persons 
at from 250 to 400. The house was so 
large it was difficult to tell the exact 
number. 
of the better claes of people, and gave 
their earnest attention to what was 
said. A reporter attended in the 
afternoon. The only drawback was 
the coldness of the room, but the 
people remained until the conclusion 
I enjoyed myself 

eatly. The Saints rejoice, and call 
or regular meetings. The population 
here know comparative nothing about 
% Mormonism. . 

We leave in a few minutes for 
Wymondam. Please give my kind 
regards to all at the Office. 

Your brotber, | 
Wm. Bunge. 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 22, 1878. 
Elder John Nicholson. 

Dear Brother,—While there is a 
growing indifference in regard to relig- 
ous matters on the part of some 
throughout the Territory who have 
been numbered among the Saints, it is 

leasing to note that the great ma- 
jority of the people are trying to live 
nearer to God than they have done in 
the past. A spirit of quiet, modest 
reformation is especialiy noticeable 
among the young people. The Mu- 
tual Improvement Associations among 
both sexes throughout the Territory 
give promise of better results than 
ever befcre. An election called for in 
this Stake, last month, to fill the 
vacancy caused by your absence, 


They were almost entirely 


yesterday morning. 
him as far as Ogden. Iam kept busy 


resulted in Brothers Joseph H. Felt 
being required to superintend the Y. 
M. M. * Associations of the Stake 
and Brother John W. Taylor and your 
humble servant to act as his Counsel- 
ors. We met with the young people 
of the Tenth Ward on last Wednesday 
night and helped them to organize. 
There was a very good attendance, and 
splendid feeling. | 

Business is somewhat better, I 
think, than it has been, although 
money is still very scarce. However, 
the people generally seem to be 
employed, and certainly none need 
want for the necessaries to sustain life, 
for I never saw the time when bread- 
stuffs were lower in price than now. 
Very good flour is being sold out at 
the stores in this city for $1,50 per 
100 pounds, The very finest flour sells 
at from $2,00 to $2,50. Potatoes sell 


at from 40 to 45cts per bushel. Butch- 


ers sell the finest beef by the half or 
quarter at four cents per pound. A 
man fairly begged of me, a few days 
since, to take a fine, fat pig of him, 
ready dressed, at eight cents per 
pound. He couldn't get more than six 
cents from the butchers. 

The emigrants who have arrived 
this year from the Old World are scat- 
tered off into different parts of the 
Territory and lost sight of. Few have 
remained in this city. The country 
settlements generally offer the best 
facilities for living, and those are 
sensible and fortunate who go there. 
We have plenty yet in this city of 
that class who are ready to offer 
sympathy and advice to the beguiled“ 
and ‘‘benighted” new-comers. Their 
sympathy and advice are about on a 


par with that which animated Satan 


when he sought to tempt the Savior 
Uncle George (Delegate George Q. 
Cannon) started again for Washington 
accompanied 


in the office. We expect to enlarge the 
Instructor to sixteen pages, with a 
colored paper cover on each number, 
early in next volume. Would do so 
at commencement of the volume but 
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cannot get the material on in time. I | 


wish you could induce some of the 
Elders to write occasionally, on any- 
thing of interest, to the Instructor. If 
you could find time to write any 
= it would be appreciated most 


highly. 

f With kind regards to yourself and 
any of my acquaintances you may 
happen to see, I remain your brother 


in the Gospel, 
GkO. C. LAMBERT. 


Houghton, near Stock bridge, Hants, 
Dec. 2, 1878. 
President Wm. Budge. 

Dear Brother.—I thought when I 
left Liverpool of only remaining with 
my friends two weeks, but I find that 
the mail steamers which leave for New 
Zealand almost every week do not 
take third class passengers ; therefore, 
not having enough means to go second 
class, L must wait a little longer. The 
first vessel I can go with leaves on the 


4th of this month, that is, to pay my 


passage, but if I can get to work my 
passage on a steamer I shall do so, 
| . ed I should arrive there much 
sooner. 
_. Ishall be sorry if I have to wait so 
long here although there is plenty of 
work to be done, as in other parts of 
the world. My relatives, even all, 
have received me very kindly, and they 
feel very glad, as they say that I have 
returned alive.“ For there had gone 
Forth, as in other places, some most 
heaven -daring lies concerning the peo- 
ple of God. Some have said to me, 
that they thought if I ever attempted 
to leave Utah, I should be sure to be 
killed in the attempt. Of course all 
, this kind of talk is very amusing to 


me, and it may be to you, when I tell 


ou, that one of my sisters, when she 


aw me, thought that I was a person 


come down from the clouds, and she 
would not believe it was me till I 
showed her my hand from which a 
finger had been cut off when I was a 
little boy. I find a great deal of pre- 
judice here with the people, which 
has grown from the words of lying 


preachers, who teach for hire and 


divine for money,” suchas Mr. Tal- 
mage, the great American preacher, 
who has not always told the truth 
about the Latter-day Saints — the 
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‘Church of England minister here 
says latter-day devils.” I strive as 
opportunity presents itself, to preach .- 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. and bear 
testimony to all, of the latter day 
work and glory. I have asked two of 
the trustees of the Free Methodist 
Church, of which I used to be a mem- 
ber and a lay preacher for. several 
years, if they would let me have their 
church to preach in, bat they would 
not, although I have given in by-gone 
days many, pounds to their cause. The 
fact of it is, and many say so, they 
are even afraid of the truth. 

My desire and prayer to our Father 
in heaven is, that the Gospel of peace, 
life and power, and eternal salvation 
may speedily chase away the warriug 
doubts and fears which are to be found 
in the hearts of those who are the 
followers of the systems of men, that 
they may see beauty and purity in 
the system of heaven, which will stand 
for ever. 

I should be glad if you could send 
me a few more tracts, as there are 
many asking for them and would read 
them. I would also be pleased if you 
could send me the two last numbers of 
the Srar, for which I have enclosed 
some stamps. 

With kind love to you and all the 
brethren in the Office, I remain your 
humble brother in the Gospel, 

GEORGE Barr. 


Mancbester, Dec. 7, 1878. 
President Wm. Budge. 

Dear Brother, —Since the Manches- 
ter Conference, at which you were 
present, our late President, Elder 
Kimball, baptized two new members 
and attended to two re-baptisms. One 
of the latter persons has been in the 
Valley, and the other has been in the 
Western States for about twenty-five 
years. Both now manifest a good 
spirit to do what is right. | 
On Sept. 26th, sister Holland kindly 
opened her house for preaching, which 
has since been filled to overflowing by 
respectable and very attentive listeners 
to the word of God. The result has 
been, Elder Kimball, just previous to 
his departure, baptized two more new 
members and one re-baptism. Since 
then President Cowley baptized a 


| young man on Sunday morning, Nov? 
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